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CGIAR VISION: 
A world free of 
poverty, hunger 
and environmental 
degradation
CGIAR MISSION:
To advance agri-food 
science and innovation 
to enable poor people, 
especially poor 
women, to increase 
agricultural productivity 
and resilience, share 
in economic growth, 
feed themselves and 
their families better, 
and conserve natural 
resources in the face 
of climate change and 
other threats.
The opportunities provided to the billions of people engaged in crop and animal agriculture, 
forestry, and fisheries, and the ways by which they manage the world’s natural resources, will 
determine how the world achieves sustainable development in the face of Climate Change. 
Reliable food systems, including value chains, markets, consumption patterns, infrastructure, 
and natural resources are critical for human health, nutrition, wellbeing, and equity. But 
agri-food systems today are not sustainable, nor are they providing healthy food for all. The 
challenges we face are formidable. 
THE CHALLENGES AHEAD:
Poor diets are now the #1 cause of ill health globally, overtaking smoking, with 800 million 
hungry people, 2 billion malnourished people, 159 million stunted children and 2 billion 
people overweight or obese. The food system is the primary driver of planetary ill health, 
and responsible for soil degradation on 25% of cropped land, deforestation and loss of 
biodiversity, water scarcity, pollution of lakes and seas, and circa 25% of emissions. This is 
overlaid by the challenge of Climate Change. Young people in rural areas require over 200 
million jobs, equaling massive under-employment. The agri-food system, on farms or in the 
food value chain, is the only realistic employment option for 60% of young people in Africa.
CGIAR is committed to helping the world radically transform our collective 
approaches and strengthen operations to deliver on-the-ground solutions to the 
planet’s most vulnerable. 
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CGIAR is guided by its 2016-2030 Strategy and Results Framework (SRF), aligned directly with global development targets, 
which provides overall strategic direction and a results framework for the 2nd generation of CGIAR Research Programs (CRPs):
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 ¡ Massive high-throughput sequencing of all 
167,000 accessions in CGIAR’s maize and wheat 
genebanks targets breakthroughs in understanding 
genetic diversity at molecular level - paving the way 
to dramatically increase yields and prevent disease 
to crops and livestock. 
 ¡ C4 Rice: targets introduction of more efficient 
photosynthesis in rice that would yield up to 50% more 
grain than current varieties, double water-use efficiency, 
and increase nitrogen-use efficiency by 30%.
 ¡ ‘Arab Spatial’ an open-source and open-access 
interactive mapping tool to compare and monitor 
indicators on food security, poverty, and development 
across the Middle East and North Africa.
 ¡ New high-yielding, and more nutritious – biofortified 
– varieties of foods such as maize, cassava, beans, 
pearl millet, rice and orange sweet potato. These are 
targeted to reach 50 million consumers by 2018.
 ¡ Impacts of global wheat breeding research show 
benefits of $2.2 billion to $3.1 billion in added grain 
each year.
 ¡ Maize lethal necrosis resistant varieties 
developed to combat the rapidly spreading Maize 
Lethal Necrosis disease (MLN).
 ¡ Scuba rice, which can survive under water for two 
weeks, is protecting the harvests, incomes, and 
food security of more than 5 million farmers in Asia.
 ¡ Brachiaria forages with Biological Nitrification 
Inhibition capacity have reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions and improved nitrogen efficiency on 
500,000 hectares.
 ¡ Vaccines for “orphan” and other tropical diseases 
are being trialled, potentially benefiting millions of 
vulnerable and underserved rural households. 
 ¡ AFLASAFE, developed by CGIAR with USDA, 
reduces aflatoxin contamination in African farmers 
fields by up to 90%. The product has 4 atoxigenic 
strains of the fungus. 
 ¡ Index-based crop and livestock drought 
insurance and seasonal weather forecasts, now 
benefit millions of poor rural households in Africa 
and Asia. 
EXAMPLES OF HIGH-IMPACT CGIAR INNOVATIONS:
Thanks to our donors, CGIAR research has transformed the lives of hundreds of 
millions of people through tangible research outcomes.
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QUICK FACTS:
 ¡ CGIAR’s long-term strategic donors support us with US$1 billion per annum 
 ¡ For every 1US$ provided to CGIAR over its lifetime, the return on investments is evaluated at 17US$ 1
 ¡ In close collaboration with hundreds of partners, including national and regional research institutes, civil society 
organizations, academia, development organizations and the private sector, CGIAR’s 15 Research Centers 
implement collaborative large-scale CGIAR Research Programs (CRPs) conducted in more than 60 countries 
with the support of over 10,000 world-class scientists and other staff 
 ¡ With its many partners, CGIAR delivers breakthrough discovery research all the way from field data to integrated 
delivery to combat some of the world’s most pressing challenges
 ¡ CGIAR genebanks safeguard the world’s largest and most diverse crop and forage germplasm, indispensable 
to future food security
1 An aggregate ex-post benefit cost ratio of all CGIAR research investment 17.26, ‘Plausible, extrapolated to 2011’ (figure 1). Renkow, M., and Byerlee, D. The impacts of CGIAR research: A review of recent 
evidence. Food Policy (2010), DOI:10.1016/j.foodpol.2010.04.006.
“NO DIALOGUE CAN BE MORE IMPORTANT THAN HOW TO FEED OUR WORLD IN THE FACE OF CLIMATE CHANGE. THERE IS NO DOUBT 
THAT INVESTMENT IN AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH HAS ONE OF THE 
HIGHEST RETURNS. I CALL FOR GREATER SUPPORT TO CGIAR.”
Akinwumi Adesina
President, African Development Bank
